




































































































































































Big Game Shooting

Several O.U.S.C.s experienced the thrills of big game hunting and shooting,
and some with considerable success. Outstanding in this direction were the achieve-
ments of C. H. STOCKLEY, who was at the U.S.C. and Haileybury. As is well
known, he earned a tremendous reputation for big-game shooting, and later, in
animal photography in India, East Africa and in many other parts of the world.
Two fine elephant tusks were presented by him to the Junior School at Westward
Ho! Charles Stockley was a regular writer of sporting articles in * Country
Life™ for many years until his death.

The expression *“ He was a keen shot ™ has been applied to many O.U.S.C.s
—to mention a few—A. G. BANNATYNE, J. C. Burt, CHARLES MEAD, A. R. B.
SAVAGE, A. L. M. MOLESWORTH, an excellent big-game shot, W. L. OSBORN,
C. W. WARD and J. C. P. VERSTURME-BUNBURY, who developed his love for
shooting from the time when he was in the College VIII which competed for the
first time in 1907 for the Ashburton Shield at Bisley.

W. pE L. WiLLiams and B. U. NIicOLAY in the mid-"90s seem to have covered
much the same territory on their expeditions. The former’s chief success took
place in Tibet during August, 1894, when he shot a bharal 32} inches and an
ovis ammon 38} inches. It was mentioned at the time that * No change is made
in the record length of the horns of any of the Asian wild sheep, with the exception
of the bharal shot by Captain Williams, in the bharal Pass. This success beat the
existing record by half-an-inch measured along the front curve.”

When serving with the Hampshire Regiment in India, and later on transfer to
the Gurkhas. B. U. Nicolay spent many of his * leave ™ periods on shooting expedi-
tions. He has recalled that perhaps the finest holiday he ever spent was in 1895,
when accompanied by a brother Officer, he trekked for three months beyond the
Himalayas. In his own words :“ This trip was full of incident. We went over two
passes, 18.000 feet and 17.500 feet with stout Upper Garhawali Bhutias and yak
transport. Unfortunately it was the wrong time of year for burrel or ovis ammon.

On one occasion I missed a good burrel after a wonderful stalk. but later shot a
small one. We returned from the trip hard as nails. ™

When shooting in Chamba, Nicolay was lucky to get some bear. leopard and
thar—a specimen of the latter was a fine head over 14 inches, and about an inch
less than the existing record. Nicolay went on to recall : “1 shot a buffalo, a fair
head, in 1899 while in the Purner district of Bengal. and ten years later a small
tiger in the Nepaul Terrai. A good many years later, I presented this tiger’s skin
to the Imperial Service College Cadet Corps band. Reflecting upon my various
expeditions 1 think the one I enjoyed most was the trek round the far side of the
Himalayas, now over 60 years ago.”

A few extracts from “ A Day’s Adventure up the Niger * by W. de L. Williams
may be of some interest of O.U.S.C.s. * The Donga-Terror ™ was a crocodile which
hung around that part of the river where the villagers drew their water, and to my
knowledge seven natives had been killed by it. and only five days earlier the crocodile
had seized a small child incautiously paddling. The child was dragged under and
never seen again. If I could kill this particular crocodile. I was assured by the villagers
it would be a great boon. All previous attempts had failed. On one occasion the
crocodile was ““ netted " and pulled into shallow water. but after bashing about very
vigorously it broke the net and escaped. The natives assured me they could tell *“ The
Terror ” from any other crocodile. and that if 1 had patience, I would certainly see it.
1 had waited in hiding in long grass only about ten minutes when the natives began
gesticulating wildly and pointing into the river. I caught sight of the much dreaded
monster—two large eyes floating about like bubbles on the water for a second or
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two, and then disappearing only to re-appear a few seconds later. Drawing my
breath I carefully covered the eye nearest to me, not 30 yards off. I was determined
not to miss. but several times had to bring my rifle down until 1 felt satsified that
I was steady enough. At last. steady as a rock, 1 slowly pulled the trigger. *“He’s
hit, he’s hit, ™ shouted the men. and a few splashes in the river convinced me that
“The Terror ™ had been badly hit, but I feared like many another I had previously
shot. I should never see it again. In a few minutes four canoes pushed out into
the river, and the natives with the long bamboo poles poked about where the brute
was seen in an endeavour to recover it, 1 felt that unless the natives saw it on shore
they would not believe that “ Donga-Terror ”, with its charmed life, had really
been killed. A couple of hours later the body was found washed up on shallows
half a mile below where I had shot it. I had the body cut up. and found inside
quite an interesting assortment of objects: broken bits of coloured glass telling the
tale of some unfortunate woman’s bracelet, several rivets used for mending canoes,
stones, bits of brass. and a very fine ivory armlet which 1 kept as a memento. The
crocodile was by no means a large one. measuring only 14ft. 2in.. but it appeared
to be of great age. My bullet, a split Jeffrey, had entered a quarter of an inch
behind the right eye. The same night there was great rejoicing in the village with
feasting and chanting. (The Shiriki or Chief. to whom I paid a visit in the evening
was profuse in his thanks. He regaled me with Kola nuts and palm wine as is
the custom in that country. He insisted on presenting me with a small horse, a
very attractive-looking animal, and he sent down to my own men a young bullock
and two sheep. ‘These were followed by a long string of female slaves, each carrying
on her head, a large earthen pitcher of palm wine, yams. smoked fish with which
the natives prepared a right royal meal.”

During the last few years of his life, R. PELHAM BURN (’99-'04), one of the
best all-round sportsmen the College turned out. was interested in the developing
of the crocodile-trapping industry on Lake Baringo. in the great Rift Valley of
Kenya. Burn devised a means of trapping, and after stripping, the underskin, the
most valuable part. was sent to the United States in exchange for dollars. “P.B.”
set about instructing the primitive tribesmen in the art of stalking and trapping
crocodiles with the minimum risk to their own lives. He foresaw that this business
was not without considerable danger to the natives, and he was prudent enough to
inaugurate a compensation scheme in case of injury. “P.B.” lived in Kenya on
and off for forty years, and it is not difficult for O.U.S.C.s who knew him to realise
that as a farmer and trapper he has been rightly described as an adventurous
Englishman.

“The Regimental History of the Royal Irish Fusiliers, 1793-1950 ™, by Marcus
Cunliffe. relates that G. V. W. Hill, during the period 1928-33, was an outstanding
shot—* He disposed of six panthers. a tiger and two tigresses. One tigress, which
he shared with a brother officer, nearly cost Hill his life. The two officers were on
a shooting trip in Southern India and were walking along a path in search of game
when suddenly the head of a tigress appeared through the grass. only 20 yards away.
Hill fired and hit her, but she was out of sight. Although unable to organize a
proper scarch for the tigress, the two went out together unsupported. Suddenly the
animal charged them. Hill’'s companion armed with a gun loaded with lethal
bullets, hit her in the hind leg. Hill. his view obscured, fired when he could see
her. The shot went home, but the tigress nevertheless reached him, seized his
foot in her mouth and clawed his leg. Hill, lying on his back. calmly put a shot
into her head. and his companion made the kill. ”

H. M. J. McINTYRE recalls how he learned a great deal about shooting and
mountaineering from his one-time battery commander, Major C. L. R. Gray, world-
famed big game shot—shot his tiger on foot variety, and from Major W. M. Hunt,
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the best known shot with a gun from Gilgit. Later in his service, Mclntyre says
most of his shooting was done in deserts or in mountainous country. Judging from
the number of heads which adorned the walls of the former Junior United Service
Club in London between the two world wars, it is clear that Mclntyre enjoyed
many successful shooting * leaves ™.

Several other O.U.S.C.s were good shots, but their exploits are unknown. The
two who gained most distinction with service rifle and revolver were H. E.
MARrsSH and W. B. WALLACE. The former competed in the Army Rifle team at
Bisley and was also a member of the Army Revolver XX. Wallace. who
incidentally was the first Infantry officer to pass the advanced class of the
Artillery College (p.a.c.), was the winner of the Gold Jewel. Army Rifle Association,
in India during 1904—no mean achievement.

(It should justly be added that H. A. Tapp himself was a good revolver shot
and was in the Sandhurst team. - Ed.)

Riding

In a book which he wrote on Riding in general, Major A. J. GODLEY, as he
then was, wrote rather charmingly :

*To my Father,

Who taught me that which during my nineteen years’ soldiering 1 have found of
more value than anything I ever learnt—namely, to ride—this book is affectionately
dedicated.”

Although an Infantryman, Alex. Godley took every opportunity of enjoying
whatever mounted sport came his way. As a young officer stationed at the
Curragh he hunted with the famous Kildare Hunt, and was a very keen polo
player. He has recalled that to lessen his heavy expenses he was forced to
train his own polo ponies, and this he did with some success. Much of his early
soldiering was with the Mounted Infantry either in South Africa or at home.
Soon after joining the Staff College, Camberley, in 1895, Godley was elected
Master of Draghounds. When at the Mounted Infantry School at Longmore in
1903, he was both Master and huntsman of the Drag. Twenty-five years later,
while Governor of Gibraltar, he was a keen supporter of, and enjoyed many days
with, the Royal Calpe Hunt.

Other Infantrymen who were keen riders to hounds were A. L. M. MOLES-
WORTH (’89-'95), and he also attained more than an average ability at polo, and
R. J. H. PARLBY (’75-76).

Among Gunners, A. F. BEcKE's chief successes included winning the Aldershot
Cup (2% miles steeplechase) in May, 1897, and the winning of the R.A. Gold Cup
(3 miles steeplechase) the following year. One of the keenest of riders in the
Indian Army was C. H. RowcroOFT (’85-'89). He won the Indian Cavalry Pony
Steeplechase in 1905 on his pony * Galway ™, and a year later he came in first
in the Indian Cavalry Grand National on Captain Odlum’s “ Little John ™

J. C. WALKER (“ Hookie™ at the College, '04-°05), 5th Cavalry, earned a
reputation of being a good jockey and rider over fences. He was notoriously
quick at the gate when flat racing.

When at the Staff College, Quetta, C. F. L. Stevens, Hodson’s Horse (4th
D.C.O. Lancers) was master of Draghounds for several secasons. He later hunted
the Lahore Hounds and started the Kohat Drag.
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Writing of horses, it is no exaggeration to record that F. A. MAXWELL's
Australian-bred charger * English Lord ™ was an outstanding animal for both
military purposes and sport. This horse was wounded at Sanna's Post on the
occasion when Maxwell won his V.C.—five bullet wounds, one near the spine,
but this did not prevent the combination of master and horse establishing a
reputation for themselves a few years later while at the Staff College, Camberley.
*“English Lord " returned to India with Maxwell and continued to win successes,
no doubt much cared for by F.A.'s orderly. Dost Mohammed Khan. Frank
Maxwell was passionately fond of horses, and a good judge of them and a good
rider. Mrs. F. A. Maxwell in *1 am Ready™ records two delightful stories:
*“In his rides from Camberley Staff College to Guildford, Frankie would ride
one horse and the other, * English Lady,” would follow without any lead. Occasion-
ally, police would pull them up, saying, * No horses allowed on the high road
without leads.” Answer: ‘Have you a dog?” *Yes." ‘Do you take it on a
lead?’ *“No." “Well, it could be just as much a public danger as my horse,’
and on they would go.

** English Ludy‘ was, an Irish hunter. She would follow *at heel’ and
when Frankie would ride over to Guildford on his bicycle (to leave it there),
‘ Lady " would pull him on his bicycle uphill, and follow loose going down.”

During their service in India, Major-General Sir BERNARD JAMES, while
Director of Remounts from 1922-26, and Lieut.-General W. G. H. VICKERS, while
Commandant, School of Equitation, from 1934-35, had good opportunities in
maintaining their interest in the training of horses and in riding in general.
General James was well known as the founder, and for several years the President,
of the Delhi Horse Show. It was widely recognised that he did much to improve
the quality of the country-breds.

Two Indian Army O.U.S.C.s became Secretaries of Turf Clubs: Major J. E.
HuGHESs and Major O. L. PUGHE, the former in 1912 became Secretary, Western
Turf Club in Bombay. He was largely instrumental in re-modelling the race-
courses at Bombay and Poona. The Bombay course and its equipment were
considered one of the finest in the world. O. L. Pughe was appointed Steward of
the Rangoon Turf Club and was in the post when war was declared in 1939.
Pughe was a very popular personality in Rangoon.

At home, H. A. WREN ('84-89) was a great devotee of the horse when living
in Yorkshire and the Midlands. While in Scarborough., Wren managed a riding
school, and in the Midlands his main pre-occupation was in the breeding of
hunters.

Out in the Argentine it was not at all hard work for those O.U.S.C.s engaged
in farming or ranching. One one occasion alone, L. Bryrhug, C. Epen, C. A.
Hay and F. B. HINCHCLIFF were all riders, if not winners, at the Venado Tuerto
Spring Race Meeting in 1902. Blythe rode the winner of the Bentworth Cup;
Hay’s * Guardsman,” owner up, won the 800 metres flat race, and Eden, riding
his own ** Pannero,” came in first in the 1,500 metres hurdle race. Thus O.US.Cs
could be said to have done well on this day. No doubt if recourse could be
made to the “ River Plate Sport and Pastime ” magazine, further Westward Ho!
successes would come to light.

When living in the United States, A. Lorrus Bryan ('02-'03), enjoyed a con-
siderable amount of fox-hunting on Long Island and in New Jersey. In 1922
he went to California, where he owned a pack of foxhounds for a few seasons.
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U.S.C. XV, 1904-05

R. F. C. ALLEN, J. StanrFORD, J. F. BraorLy, E, Carer, J. L. L. SWEET, P. W. BRADLY,
G. F. BraprLy, G. G. Murray, —. Suviti (Pro.), F. G. Wynng, H. Gorpon, F. G. DOUGLASS,
R. P. Burn (Capt.), H. LiLig, E. H. J. NicoLLs, O. L. PUGHE.

U.S.C. X1, 1905

SMiTH (Pro.). A. C. A. AVESs, V. S. CLARKE, J. W, MAUNSELL, G, MURRAY, W, G. H. VICKERS,
W. M. Ienkins, J. L. Sweer, H. GorpoN, H. LiLLie (Capt.), P. W. BRADLEY, J. STANFORD,
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Fishing

No doubt several O.U.S.C.s were keen fishermen, but records of their achieve-
ments are scanty. B. U. NicoLAy, when fishing in the Jhelum, Kashmir, in 1918,
had the good fortune to catch the first mahseer of the season at Ningel, weighing
30 Ib. J. S. WOODRUFFE was known to be a very keen fisherman among his many
sporting activities. CHARLES MEAD, whenever he could escape from his Stock
Exchange duties, spent much of his free time dry-fly fishing on the Itchen, but
salmon fishing at Thurso gave him much enjoyment. He has related that he had
a great thrill on his 73rd birthday when near Hungerford he caught his record
trout.

Big-game fishing was one of C. F. L. Stevens’ hobbies, and he records that
he is believed to have been the first with rod and line to catch a sailfish in
Ceylon waters.
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GAMES AND SPORT
GAMES

Boys, the majority of whom were destined for the Services, had little oppor-
tunity of continuing the playing of games and taking part in sport in the early days
of Westward Ho! This was even more so since many Old Boys were seen off to
India and other countries overseas. Today, facilities for sport and games are
ample but it was different in those days.

Rugger

Remembering that R. R. FENTON and H. C. Nicoray played for Devon while
still at the College, and that the latter’s famous partner at half-back, D. F. pe C.
BuckLE, played for Barnstaple during 1894-95 and was Captain of the side during
the second-half of the season, it shows that the standard of rugger at the U.S.C.
was high in the '90s. Also, while still at the College, R. P. BURN played in the
1903 Devon County Trials. He afterwards played consistently for the Cheltenham
XV during 1905-06. at this period one of the best XVs in the West of England.
In 1892 R. P. YatEs played for Cornwall against Devon. Surrey was represented
by S. E. C. H. Beamisu and G. C. HODGSON in 1893-94 and 1895-96 respectively.
In the same year (1897) that J. G. MCCONAGHEY obtained his “Blue” at Edinburgh
University, A. S. WHEELER was playing for Cornwall. ~Had H. C. Nicolay
soldiered at home instead of going to India, he might have achieved playing for
England. R. E. PARTRIDGE played several times for Hampshire during 1911-12.
On many occasions between 1907 and 1914 G. V. W. HiLL played for the Army.
Several Old Boys kept up playing rugger as much as was feasible, and H. M. J.
MCINTYRE was certainly one of them. After his playing days were over, Mclntyre's
interest in rugger was concentrated on refereeing. He was a member of the London
Society of Rugby Union Referees from 1924 to 1930, in which year ** Mac ™ once
more started off on foreign service.

C. G. StewArT played for Sussex during the 1912-13 season.  Nicolay and
Buckle as half-backs are spoken of even today in Devon. J. C. Sparks played
for the Royal Navy in the '80s and C. M. SERGEANT in 1920. A. L. M. MoOLES-
WORTH played in the Devon County Trials in 1897

Cricket

Little is known of the cricketing activities of O.U.S.C.s. We do know that
E. H. Cox, although only one term at Westward Ho! and that a Christmas term
(1878). became a very keen cricketer. It is recorded that his ability (as a cricketer)
attracted the attention of Lord Hardinge, Governor of Bombay, who * pulled
him in™ as an A.D.C. for a short spell. Cox was a delightful character—* he
literally died on the cricket field, collapsing after hitting two magnificent fours
through the covers ™.

A. B. RitcHIE played for the Aldershot Command in 1895, and again ten
years later. He was a member of the M.C.C. from 1901 until his death in July.
1955. General Ritchie’s interest in cricket never flagged and he was often to be
seen at Lord’s.

R. M. BourNE played as much cricket as he could for a few years after
leaving the College in 1897. He played for Plymouth and Bath and had the thrill
of scoring 60 runs in 20 minutes when playing for the latter team against Bristol,
enabling his side to score 121 runs required for victory in one hour left for play.
J. L. R. Carey played for Jersey for several seasons and was for a long time
President of the Island Cricket Club. R. B. RickmaAN played for Devon in 1900
and for Derbyshire the three following seasons.
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THE CADET CORPS AT WINDSOR, 1907

0.US.C. GOLF MEETING, 1936
Standing: E. R. HoucHronN, W. H. CornisH, E. H. LancAsTER, S. E. C. H. BEAMISH,
J. STaNrFORD, S1. J. A. BROWNE, C. Woop-HiLL, C. A. JONES.
Sitting: E. A. BreitHauprt, A, F. BEckg, A. M. Bourng, B. U. Nicoray, C. A. K. Bacon,




P

E. H. LANCASTER, a fast bowler, played much Army cricket in India from
1900 to 1934. One of his earliest achievements of note was the taking of all ten
wickets against the Jat Sikh Brigade in the Punjab Commission Cup. He cap-
tained the Poona Gymkhana during 1923-25, and the R.ILA.S.C. team when they
won the Punjab Commission Cup in 1927. He started the Free Foresters’ side
against *“ The Rest,” which became an annual fixture during the Lahore Christmas
Weeks. During his service in India, Lancaster captained many garrison sides,
and at one time he was President of the Punjab Wanderers’ Club. From 1937
to 1949, Lancaster was Honorary Secretary, Somerset C.C.C.

0.U.S.Cis and Hockey

Hockey was not played at the U.S.C. until 1900, and from then onwards it
was played during the Easter term.

R. P. BurN was in the XI for five years and was Captain for four seasons
H. LiLLiE was also in the XI for five years, and he was Captain his last two
seasons. G. LESLIE-SMITH and R. M. BOURNE represented Devon 1901-02, and
Bourne then played for Shropshire for five consecutive seasons. G. V. W. HiLL
also played for Shropshire in 1906 and the two following seasons, and afterwards
he played for Kent. Hill was selected for an England team in 1912, and he
frequently turned out for the Army and the Combined Services. Hill's prowess
and keenness for hockey is mentioned in the Regimental * History of the Ist
Battn. Faugh-A-Ballagh in the Great War”, in which it is recorded that Hill
played frequently for the Army between 1914 and 1925 * except when he was
playing a more dangerous game ”. Perhaps H. M. J. MCINTYRE kept up playing
hockey as long as any O.U.S.C., even if only spasmodically—playing fast games
on hard grounds in many parts of the world in peace and war. It was said
of him during the second World War that he was seldom seen without a bandage
over some part of his body.

In India, both H. E. BrRoOwnNE (47th Sikhs) and C. H. CLIBBORN (92nd
Punjabis) made reputations for themselves as good hockey players.

Golf

As far as it is known, HORACE HUTCHINSON was the only O.U.S.C. to obtain
a “Blue” for golf, and he represented Oxford University from 1878 to 1882,
roughly the period when Rudyard Kipling was a boy at Westward Ho! He
became Amateur Golf Champion in 1886 and he won the same title again the
following year. Hutchinson designed and constructed a special ** driver™ six
inches longer than his normal one. It was this extra length which added to his
skill and the length of his ** driving 7. * H. H.” held the theory that * the longer
the club the lighter must be the head ”. This famous * driver ” is now an exhibit
in the Club House of Rye Golf Club.

Little is known of O.U.S.C. golfing achievements at home or abroad, but
T. G. Brois-JoHNSON won the Championship at Culmarg, Kashmir, in 1905.
S. M. Lypg was the runner-up of the Belgium Open Championship in 1913. In
the late '20s, W. pe L. WiLLiams, residing in Guernsey, was one of the founders
of the St. Peter Port Golf Course, and G. S. KeaNe did much to encourage golf
in the Argentine, where he lived for many years. A. H. MOLESWORTH and P.
WINTERSCALE became well known golfers, and their names, together with that of
HORACE HUTCHINSON, are recorded as winners of major events in the Club House
at the Royal North Devon Links at Westward Ho!
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With the revival of the O.U.S.C. Society in 1934, the O.U.S.C. Golfing Society
came into being largely through the inspiration of R. M. BOURNE, supported by
E. A. BrertHauprT. This proved the means of bringing a good many Old Boys
together annually, albeit mostly veterans. In 1935, and for the next three years,
the Society held its annual meeting at the Mid-Surrey Golf Club, Richmond, and
these proved most successful gatherings. A. H. GAYER was elected first President,
and he presented a silver challenge cup for * Foursomes ”, to be known as the
“Gayer” Cup. The runners-up in this competition received the “ A. F. Becke
Cigarette Box ™. In addition, there was the Hutchinson Medal for the best
individual round (handicap). This Medal was originally presented by Lt.-Col. H.
Hutchinson to the U.S.C. in 1875 for competition among the boys.

The winners during the years 1935-38 were:

Hutchinson Medal Gayer Cup and
Becke Cigaretie Box
1935 C. A. Jones 74 R. M. Bourne and J. Stanford
1936 A. F. Becke A. F. Becke and B. U. Nicolay
1937 St. J. A. Browne B. U. Nicolay and R. M. Bourne
1938 C. R. K. Bacon and C. R. K, Bacon and R. M. Bourne
R. M. Bourne 1l

Owing to the second World War, there was no resumption of annual meetings
until 1947, and by now most of the O.U.S.C. members were unable to play in
competitions. Although the O.U.S.C. G.S. of necessity came to an end by amalga-
mating with the O.H. Society, C. R. K. Bacon and R. M. BournE achieved a fine
success by winning the “ Travers-Rountree Public Schools Cup ™ in 1947 by
defeating the Old Tonbridgians by 4 and 2. Again it was R. M. Bourne who was
the chief negotiator in bringing about the amalgamation of the two Golfing
Societies. The O.U.S.C. Society handed over to the O.H. Golfing Society the
“ Gayer ™ Cup and the * Becke Cigarette Box ”, together with a Medal for “ Four-
somes " to be known as the *“ Westward Ho! ” Medal. This latter trophy was to
take the place of the * Hutchinson ™ Medal presented to the Royal North Devon
Golf Club as a memento of the old U.S.C.’s connection with Westward Ho!
With the subsequent amalgamation of the O.H. and O.U.S.C. Golfing Societies,
it is good to know that these trophies will be competed for in future annual
meetings. R. M. Bourne was elected a joint Hon. Secretary, which appointment
he held for three years and until he felt that he should give way to a younger man.

Additional to the names already mentioned, the O.U.S.C.s who were active
members of the O.U.S.C. Golfing Society included: E. A. BreitHAuPT, S. C. H.
BeaMisH, E. P. Grant-DaLTON, H. L. C. DE Rinzy, E. R. HougHTON, E. H.
LANCASTER, C. V. MERCER, GERALD STAPLEDON, C. Woop-HiLL and C. E.
THOMPSON (Staff).

Several Old Boys, known to have been keen golfers, had their days of playing
in competitions cut short owing to wounds or war disability. The handicaps of
W. pe L. WiLLiams, H. GorpoN and H. M. J. McINTYRE were adversely affected
for this reason. McIntyre records: “I cannot any longer play the * St. Andrew’s
swing ’, which is the free and full swing, owing to a damaged left arm and wrist.
I can no longer hit the ball the way I could in July, 1940, at Troon, the last time
I played in competition golf before being knocked out at Tobruk.”
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Athletics

In the field of athletics, beagling, cross-country running and associate sports,
G. V. W. HiL,, L. O. Mott and J. Pikg and H. A. HiLL seem to have been
outstanding among O.U.S.C.s. Hill represented Ireland in cross-country running
during 1907. Mott has been a very keen follower of beagles. Joseph Pike
hunted the Instow Harriers for 14 years from 1900 to the outbreak of war in 1914,

G. G. GARRETT obtained his * Blue™ at Cambridge in 1901 for athletics.

Swimming, Water Polo and Life Saving

The College turned out some good swimmers, but as an Old Boy. O. C. C.
Nicolls was outstanding. He won his *“ Blue” at Oxford for swimming and
water polo, in which he represented his *Varsity for four years, 1897-1900. In
1899 he represented Sussex. Many O.U.S.C.s won the R.H.S. medals or certificates
for life-saving.

Boxing, Fencing and Tug-of War

The College’s outstanding boxer was A. MOUTRAY-READ, later to win the
V.C. posthumously. He won the Heavyweight Championship in India eight times,
probably a record, and the Middleweight twice. In 1909, 1911 and 1912, Moutrey-
Read held the Army and Navy Heavyweight Championship. * Read wins,” said
one of the judges, *“ because he never accepts defeat, and never knows when he is
beaten.”

In 1908, G. V. W. Hill won the Army Bayonet-fighting Championship, no
doubt profiting from the instruction he had received from Sergt.-Major Schofield.
We know the good stead that Schofield’s instruction held for F. A. Maxwell.
already holder of the V.C., when he related how he was able to instruct officers
and men under his command in France during 1915 and 1916 in real bayonet-
fighting with good effect.

A. W. WINTER was in the Royal Marines’ Tug-of-War team.

Tennis and Racquets

Joun PuckrLE and GrORGE HICKIE were probably the Old Boys who were
best at Tennis. Puckle (with Captain A. Berger, R.A.S5.C.) won the Army Lawn
Tennis Doubles Championship. Two years in succession he and Berger won
the Army Racquets Championship Doubles,

Rowing and Yachting

As far as is known, very few O.U.S.C.s went in for rowing or yachting.
F. BayLay was an exceptionally good oar, and trained the Royal Engineers’
Eight at a period when the Corps possessed a very good crew. Baylay was also
certainly the keenest and most skilled yachtsman among our Old Boys. It is a fact
that a Regatta held at Calcutta was on one occasion held up to enable Baylay
to reach there in time to sail a yacht for the Sappers. Many years later, C. F. L.
STEVENS took up yachting and competed in several ocean races.

A. F. G. Tracy of HM.S. * Ocean ", sailed a 42-foot launch and won the cup
presented by H.E. The Governor of Hong Kong offered to Midshipmen of the
British China Squadron in 1904.

Capt. F. E. E. HENDERSON (*84-'90), late Royal Munster Fusiliers, was Secre-
tary of the Royal Bombay Yacht Club, 1922-1931.
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RECENT EVENTS CONNECTED WITH THE UNITED SERVICES
COLLEGE

The foregoing account of the United Services College and its Old Boys would
not be complete without some reference to more recent events connected with the
School.

The Memorial Plaque at Westward Ho !

“Let us now praise famous men. and our fathers that begat us”

How often in recent years have these famous words from “Ecclesiasticus ™ been
heard in Churches, Chapels and on Village Green, and nowhere were they more
appropriate than on September 5th, 1953, when a Memorial Plaque commemorating
the United Services College was unveiled by Lieut-General W. G. H. Vickers, the
President of the United Services College and Imperial Service College Society, at
Kipling Terrace, Westward Ho!

“In this very month of September 79 years ago in this building there was started
the United Services College,” said General Vickers, It started with a small nucleus of
boys brought from Hajleybury by the first Head Master, Mr, Cormell Price. He was a
very able and much-loved man, and under his wise guidance the School grew in size
and reputation and here it remained for thirty years until, for economic reasons, it had
to leave the West Country and eventually settled down at Windsor.

* Although the School lived on in The Imperial Service College and still lives on
in Haileybury, we, the original Old Boys, always feel that the true character and glory
left it when it went away from here in 1904.”

During the thirty years it remained at Westward Ho! some 1,200 boys passed
through the School. A great proportion had gone into the fighting services, where
many earned distinction.

“We are particularly proud to have had in our small community no less than
four awards of the Victoria Cross.” Others, added General Vickers, had gone into
almost every other sphere of life—through the Universities into the Church, and into
medicine or had become administrators all over the Empire and the world, and many,
if not most of them, had earned fine reputations,

No doubt the greatest and most famous of all Old Boys had been Rudyard Kipling,
the great poet and writer.

Memorials connected with the School were already in Westward Ho! but they
had always felt there should be some other mark to show people and future generations
the actual site of the School. “The Northam Gazette.”

The plaque itself is placed on the retaining wall of the garden of No. 7 Kipling
Terrace, the home of Mr. Cormell Price and succeeding Headmasters.

Through the courtesy of the Northam District Council and with the kind
agreement of the residents the former * Kingsley Terrace™ had been re-named
“Kipling Terrace ” a few weeks before and thus is itself a memorial to the great
poet of the Empire.

The Memorials referred to are to be found in Holy Trinity Church and
consist of :

(a) A stained glass window in the South Aisle, with three lights depicting St.
George, St. Andrew and St. Patrick, in memory of Mr. Cormell Price. This window
was placed in position on 22nd November 1913, and near to where “ The Head ”
used to sit. The brass plate beneath the window bears the inscription :

“To the Glory of God

and
in loving memory of Cormell Price, Esquire, M.A., B.C.L. Oxon.
For twenty years the first Head Master of the United Services College
Westward Ho!
who died 4th May, 1910, aged 74 years,
This window is dedicated by some of his Old Boys.
*Who with toil of his Today
Brought for us Tomorrow.” —Kipling.
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UNVEILING OF THE MEMORIAL PLAQUE AT WESTWARD HO!

GENERAL VICKERS AND MR. JOHN HEeEywoop (CHairMaN, NortHam U.D.C)
(Above): R. M. Bourng, REV. L. O. MoTT, GENERAL SIR S. F. MUSPRATT,
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(b) A bronze tablet surmounted by the School Crest in memory of Old Boys
who died on service in many parts of the world, up to and including the Great
War of 1914-18.

This tablet was executed to the design of W. K. Hinchcliff, O.U.S.C., by
Mr. H. C. King and bears the inscription :
To the Glory of God
And in memory of
0Old Boys
of the
United Services College
(1874 - 1918)
Who gave their Lives
for their
King and Country
and whose Names are
recorded in the
Roll of Honour
at Windsor.
* For their work continueth
Great beyond their knowing.” —Kipling.

Erected by surviving Old Boys, 1938.

The tablet was unveiled by General A. G. Little CM.G., O.US.C,, the last
Head of the School under Cormell Price, and dedicated by the Rev. H. P, D.
Pinhey, Vicar of Northam, on 8th July, 1942.

(¢) A Roll of Honour Book, kept in a glass-covered oak case beneath the
Cormell Price Memorial Window, gives the names of the 141 O.U.S.C.s who are
referred to on the bronze tablet.

This Roll of Honour Book was executed by Mr. Arthur Sharp, Principal of
the Bideford School of Art, who subsequently added the names of the five O.U.S.C.s
who died during the 1939-45 War. Although a little less elaborate, this Book is
a replica of the Roll of Honour Book kept in the Chapel of Haileybury and Imperial
Service College. It contains however one additional page with the names of eleven
boys of Mr. R. J. Leakey's Junior School who died during the 1939-45 War,

(d) An Oak Chair for use in the Chancel in memory of the Reverend F, W.
Tracy, M.A. the last Headmaster of thq U.S.C. at Westward Ho! The carving
includes the School Crest and following inscription :

“In Memory of
Francis William Tracy, M.A., Priest
United Services College
Headmaster 1899-1906 Warden 1906-1910

Died 27th March, 1929, A Gift from Old Boys.”

This Chair was handed over by General Sir Sydney Muspratt, K.C.B., C.S.1.,
C.I.E. ,D.S.O. President, U.S.C. and I.S.C. Society and was dedicated by the Rev.
E. B. Bridger, M.A. Vicar of Northam on the 9th October 1949.

When the school settled in Windsor additional memorials were placed in the
School Chapel. These included two brass memorials and a brass plate in memory
of Brigadier Frank Aylmer Maxwell, V.C. These, together with two bronze tablets
commemorating Old Boys and Cormell Price respectively, and the original Roll
of Honour Book, of which that at Westward Ho! is a replica, now rest in the
Chapel of Haileybury and Imperial Service College.

On the 26th June, 1948 a marble Memorial Tablet in Memory of 146 Old
Boys who lost their lives in campaigns between 1878 and 1945 was unveiled by
Lieut-General W. G. H. Vickers, C.B. O.B.E. in the East Cloister at Haileybury
and his words are a fitting conclusion to the story outlined in this Supplement :
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“ We commemorate here today not only those Old Boys whose names are
given in the Roll of Honour, but we commemorate with them their School—a
School which shaped the spirit of an era, an era of service, an era in our national
history of the building and consolidation of an Empire and the birth of a
Commonwealth, an era so wonderfully portrayed by our famous Old Boy, Rudyard
Kipling.”

It is extremely fitting that this Memorial should be here, for “here” is
Haileybury, the birthplace of the United Services College, and here to Haileybury
it has come again, the cycle completed.”

It is fitting, too, that the portrait of Cormell Price, painted by G. M. Burnand,
an O.I.S.C., should have been brought from Windsor to hang in the dining-hall
alongside those of former Masters of Haileybury, together with that of Mr.
E. G. A. Beckwith, the Head Master for twenty-three years of the Imperial Service
College.

A complete collection of *“ U.S.C. Chronicles ™’ now reposes in the School Library,
while various Sports Cups are to be found in the different Houses.

In the summer of 1957 a stone plinth was unveiled on the Terrace to com-
memorate those Old Boys of Haileybury College, the United Services College and
the Imperial Service College, to whom the Victoria Cross and George Cross have been
awarded. On it are recorded the names of G. W. St. G. Grogan, F. A. Maxwell,
A. Moutray-Read (U.S.C.) and J. P. Carne and L. F. Sinclair (1.S.C.).

* * *

Though this Supplement has dealt only with the United Services College from
its foundation in 1874 until the name was changed to The Imperial Service
College in 1911, to which reference has been made in an earlier section, the
tradition and spirit of the U.S.C. was continued in the 1.S.C. during the thirty
years of its existence at Windsor.

Of the 2,200 boys educated at the I.S.C., the great majority entered one or
other of the Services and many have attained high rank. In the Royal Navy
the list includes one Admiral, two Captains R.N. and many Commanders. In
the British Army six Old Boys have attained the rank of Major-General and
eighteen that of Brigadier, while many have reached the rank of Colonel. Two
0.1.S.C.s have been appointed Air Vice-Marshals in the R.A.F., three Air Com-
modores and several have attained the rank of Group Captain. Several Old
Boys have had successful careers in the Colonial Administrative Service and in
other Professions. Their record in sport is equally good.

Among Honours gained are one Victoria Cross, one George Cross and one
George Medal. One Baronetcy and one Knighthood have been conferred on Old
Boys, one K.C.B., seven C.B., one C.M.G., 25 C.BEE., 45 D.S.0., 41 O.B.E.
and numerous lesser Honours.

The names of two hundred and thirty Old Boys of the I.S.C. are recorded
in the Roll of Honour in the Cloisters of Haileybury and Imperial Service College.

Thus despite its various vicissitudes, the College has maintained an unbroken
record of service and the traditions first established at Westward Ho!

CIVITATI NON SIBI

Fear God, Honour the Ring
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ITHE CHANCEL CHAIR AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, WESTWARD HO!
Given by Old Boys of the United Services College in memory of
THue REVEREND F. W. TrRACY, M.A.

UNVEILING OF THE MEMORIAL AT HAILEYBURY ON 26th JUNE. 1948




WORDING OF THE MEMORIAL TABLET
at
HAILEYBURY and IMPERIAL SERVICE COLLEGE

UNITED SERVICES COLLEGE

IN MEMORY OF 146 OLD BOYS
WHO LOST THEIR LIVES IN
CAMPAIGNS between 1878 and 1945

Their names are inscribed in the Roll of Honour in
the Chapel. The first being that of Licut. W. S.
Widdicombe, adjutant 10th Bombay Native Infantry.
He was one of twelve boys who went from Haileybury
to Westward Ho ! with Mr. Cormell Price, the first
Headmaster of The United Services College in
September 1874 and became the first Head Prefect.

The Roll of Honour includes the names of 22 boys
who were at Windsor in January 1912 when the name
of the School was changed to

IMPERIAL SERVICE COLLEGE




With reference to the letter from
General Vickers, 1 hope very much that
you may be able to help in regard to the
cost of the production of this Memorial
to Harold Tapp.

Would you in this case very kindly

send any cheque made payable to “The

Tapp Memorial Supplement "’ and crossed

Barclays Bank, Ltd., Windsor, to me

G. B. T. Nicholls,
Little Acres Cottage,
Warner Road,
Ware, Herts.
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